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2 October 2014 
 
Dear Mr McCabe 
 
This past year His Majesty’s Theatre in Aberdeen has taken an innovative step by hosting an autism 
friendly pantomime performance. I am writing to request a similar step be taken in holding an 
autism friendly performance of the upcoming showing of Wicked in Aberdeen (5 May 2015 – 30 May 
2015).  
 
It only takes small adjustments in order to make a performance more autism friendly and all 
inclusive. This includes subduing of pyrotechnics, strobe lighting and other loud noises, a more 
relaxed and informal atmosphere with support on hand for any audience members who may 
become anxious.   
 
With an estimated 50,000 people in Scotland with Autism, the time has come to make sure that all 
families across Scotland can enjoy a theatre experience. Autistic people should not be left out 
because some parts of performances may not be suitable for people with sensory challenges.  
 
Autism friendly performances are becoming more frequent across the UK. Popular shows such as 
Matilda, Lion King, and War Horse, in association with the National Autistic Society, have all staged 
an autism friendly performance to accommodate to those with sensory challenges. I believe the 
same should be done for Wicked.  
 
I am hoping that the cast and producers of Wicked can work with His Majesty’s Theatre to follow the 
lead of these other popular shows and adapt their performances to allow people with autism to 
enjoy their show as well. This would make the show more inclusive to the whole community. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you and would be happy to set up a meeting to discuss this issue. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 

 
Mark McDonald MSP 


